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29 February 2016
Open letter to Chancellor Dr Michael Chaney and Vice Chancellor Professor Paul Johnson.

Dear Dr. Chaney and Professor Johnson,

We, the academic staff, are committed to the long-term success and viability of the University of Western
Australia, to the communities it serves, and to its role as both a regional and international institution of note.
The UWA Executive has put forward a proposal for the renewal of our university, but we know such a
project can succeed only with the broad-based support and engagement of all staff.

Yet, so far, the UWA Executive has undertaken their project of renewal in a way that may have the effect of
excluding and alienating the majority of the academic staff. UWA staff members have been asked to give
feedback on plans for major structural changes, changes that the Executive claims will permanently reduce
the cost base of the university, and contribute to our goal of becoming a ‘top 50 university’. However, we
have been asked to give feedback without being provided basic information about how the university budget
is distributed and without a clear model of how the proposed changes will deliver the requisite savings.
Further, we feel unable to respond to a vision of success defined by external, and often capricious, indices
rather than by a broadly shared and trans-generational sense of public mission.

We, therefore, respectfully insist that you engage with us in good faith. We ask to become full participants in
this change process. To put us in a position to make informed recommendations we ask you to:

1) Provide us with sufficiently detailed budget report. Publicly available figures show that the
University has run surpluses in the past years. We have been told that while this may be so, that there is
an ‘underlying’ deficit which makes major budget cuts necessary. We need to see the figures on which
this claim is based.

2) Provide the full Functional Review report, with all relevant figures, to all members of the
academic community at UWA. At this point, not even Academic Board, our chief academic body,
has been provided with this basic information. We cannot provide meaningful feedback if we do not
know what you know.

3) Provide us with detailed modelling of how the proposed restructuring will deliver the
necessary savings. Without such information, we cannot possibly provide feedback on the proposed
restructuring, given that its goal is not academic but financial.

4) Defer any implementation of the proposed change process until such a time that this
information is provided. The consultation process must be extended so that reasonable time is
allotted for staff to properly respond to full information provided.

Our university has successfully served the Western Australian public for over a century. Dedicated to
educating generations of WA’s best and brightest, its academics have also made significant contributions to
research and scholarship. Our work is recognized nationally as well as internationally. We ask that you make
use of the knowledge, integrity, and long-term vision of the teachers and researchers of this institution in
order to guide the necessary change in the right direction.

Sincerely,

The Governing Committee of the UWA Academic Staff Association

Tel: (08) 6488 3836 Email: uwaasa@uwa.edu.au Web: www.uwaasa.com
W2 Winthrop Tower, University of Western Australia, 35 Stirling Highway, CRAWLEY WA 6009

Postal address: M004, University of Western Australia, 35 Stirling Highway, CRAWLEY, WA 6009
ABN 40 132 821 498
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Professor Stuart Bunt
School of Anatomy, Physiology and Human Biology

Professor Victoria Burbank
Senior Honorary Research Fellow
Anthropology and Sociology, School of Social Sciences

Dr Stephen Dobbs
Asian Studies and Languages

Professor Mark Edele
Australian Research Council Future Fellow
History, School of Humanities

Associate Professor Debra S Judge
School of Anatomy, Physiology and Human Biology

Dr Nin Kirkham
Philosophy, School of Humanities

Dr Debra McDougall
Anthropology and Sociology, School of Social Sciences

Professor Allan J McKinley
School of Chemistry and Biochemistry

Dr Thinh Nguyen
Senior Lecturer & Child, Adolescent and Perinatal Psychiatrist
School of Psychiatry and Clinical Neurosciences

Dr James E. O'Shea
Zoology, School of Animal Biology
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Signatures to UWAASA open letter to Chancellor Michael Chaney and Vice

Chancellor Paul Johnson.

Name

Title or Position

Affiliation

Sandy Gordon

Associate Professor

Sport Science, Exercise & Health

Simon Clarke

Professor, Master’s Degree Programs
Course Coordinator

Education

David Kennedy

Winthrop Professor

Classics & Ancient History, School of
Humanities

Lynette Fernandes

Dr

Pharmacology, School of Medicine and
Pharmacology

Roberta Bencini

Associate Professor

School of Animal Biology

Barbara Chang Professor School of Pathology & Laboratory
Medicine
Lara O'Sullivan Dr Classics & Ancient History, School of

Humanities

Andrew Lynch

Professor, Director ARC Centre for the
History of Emotions

English & Cultural Studies, School of
Humanities

Karl-Heinz Wyrwoll Dr School of Earth and Environment
Jenny Gregory AM FRHS Professor History, School of Humanities
David Woodliff Professor Business School

Katie Glaskin

Associate Professor

Anthropology & Sociology, School of
Social Sciences

Loretta Baldassar

Associate Professor, Discipline Chair

Anthropology & Sociology, School of
Social Sciences

Bruno Alves Buzatto

Dr, Postdoctoral Research Fellow

School of Animal Biology

Roderic Pitty

Associate Professor

Political Science and International
Relations, School of Social Sciences

Des Hill

Dr

School of Mathematics and Statistics

Dylan Jayatilaka

Professor

School of Chemistry and Biochemistry

Melinda Fitzgerald

Research Associate Professor

School of Animal Biology

Tracy Mann

Research Associate

Pharmacology, Pharmacy &
Anaesthesiology Unit

Richard Davis

Dr

Anthropology & Sociology, School of
Social Sciences

Hélene Jaccomard

Associate Professor, Associate Dean-
Education

French Studies, Faculty of Arts

Kati Tonkin

Dr

European Studies & German Studies

Mathew Martin-lverson

Professor

Pharmacology, Pharmacy &
Anaesthesiology Unit
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Signatures to UWAASA open letter to Chancellor Michael Chaney and Vice

Chancellor Paul Johnson.

Name Title or Position Affiliation
Brenda Walker Professor English & Cultural Studies
Stuart Hodgetts Research Associate Professor, Honorary {School of Anatomy, Physiology and
Senior Research Fellow Human Biology, WANRI
Nick Milne Associate Professor School of Anatomy, Physiology and
Human Biology
Geoff Meyer Professor School of Anatomy, Physiology and
Human Biology
James S Chisholm Emeritus Professor School of Anatomy, Physiology and
Human Biology
Sharon Purchase Professor UWA Business School
Philip Goldswain Lecturer The Faculty of Architecture, Landscape
& Visual Arts
Donella Caspersz Lecturer UWA Business School
Hans Lambers Professor School of Plant Biology
Susan J Barker Dr School of Plant Biology
Nicholas Bannan Senior Lecturer School of Music
Alice Vrielink Professor, School of Chemistry and Biochemistry,
Head of Discipline Biochemistry and Molecular Biology
Carmen Lawrence Professor School of Psychology
Sarah Moore Dr Rural Clinical School of WA
Medical Coordinator/Senior Lecturer
Leon Flicker Professor Geriatric Medicine,
School of Medicine and Pharmacology
Thelma Koppi Associate Professor School of Pathology and Laboratory
Medicine
Stephanie Gee Senior Administrative Officer School of Psychiatry and Clinical
Neurosciences
Sandra Thompson Professor and Chair Western Australian Centre for Rural
Health - WACRH
Michael P Levine Professor Philosophy, School of Humanities
Bob White Winthrop Professor English & Cultural Studies, School of
Humanities
Tony Hughes-d’Aeth Dr English & Cultural Studies, School of
Humanities
Miri Albahari Dr Philosophy, School of Humanities
Alison Bartlett Associate Professor English & Cultural Studies, School of
Humanities
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Chancellor Paul Johnson.

Name Title or Position Affiliation

Carolyn Oldham Professor Civil, Environmental and Mining
Engineering

Greg Acciaioli Dr Anthropology & Sociology, School of
Social Sciences

David Savat Dr Media and Communication

Andrea Gaynor Professor History, School of Humanities

Ethan Blue Dr History, School of Humanities

Michael Levine

Winthrop Professor

Philosophy, School of Humanities

Mark Edwards Dr UWA Business School

Chantal Bourgault du Coudray Dr English & Cultural Studies, School of
Humanities

Michael Rubin Dr Philosophy, School of Humanities

Dave Webb Associate Professor UWA Business School

Gareth Griffiths

Emeritus Professor
Senior Honorary Research Fellow

English & Cultural Studies, School of
Humanities

Romola S Bucks

Associate Professor

School of Psychology

Tijana Vujosevic Dr Faculty of Architecture, Landscape and
Visual Arts
Mark Randolph Professor Centre for Offshore Foundation Systems

Fugro Chair in Geotechnics

Wayne Davies

Associate Professor

School of Animal Biology

Philip Withers Professor School of Animal Biology

Jane Prince Dr School of Animal Biology

William M Taylor Professor Faculty of Architecture, Landscape and
Visual Arts

Gavin Pinniger Dr School of Anatomy, Physiology and

Human Biology

Robert Stuart

Associate Professor

History, School of Humanities

Giuseppe Finaldi

Dr

History, School of Humanities

David Barrie

Associate Professor

History, School of Humanities

Micheline van der Beken

Dr

European Languages and Studies, French

Studies
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Title or Position

Affiliation

Peter Noble

Dr, NHMRC Career Development Fellow

School of Anatomy, Physiology and
Human Biology

Avinash Bharadwaj

Associate Professor

School of Anatomy, Physiology and
Human Biology

Sharon K Parker Professor UWA Business School

Gillian Rhodes Professor School of Psychology, ARC Centre of
Person Perception Program Leader Excellence in Cognition and its Disorders

Kieran Dolin Associate Professor English & Cultural Studies, School of

Humanities

Jeremy Smith

Dr

School of Anatomy, Physiology and
Human Biology

Demelza Ireland

Dr, Research Fellow

School of Women's and Infants' Health

Jan Hemmi

Dr,

School of Animal Biology

Jill Sweeney

Winthrop Professor

UWA Business School

Julio C Rincon

Dr

Periodontics, School of Dentistry,
(OHCWA)

Vera Morgan

Winthrop Professor

School of Psychiatry & Clinical
Neurosciences

Darren Jorgensen Dr Faculty of Architecture, Landscape and
Visual Arts
Jane Lydon Professor History, School of Humanities

Wesfarmers Chair in Australian History

Barbara Nattabi

Dr
NHMRC Early Career Research Fellow

Western Australian Centre for Rural
Health — WACRH, Geraldton

Lara McKenzie

Dr
Research Associate

Anthropology & Sociology, School of
Social Sciences

Matthew Piggott

Associate Professor

Chemistry, School of Chemistry and
Biochemistry

Angus Tavner

Dr

School of Mechanical and Chemical
Engineering

Jeannette Taylor

Associate Professor

Political Science & International
Relations, School of Social Sciences

Guy Ben-Ary Manager, CELLCentral School of Anatomy, Physiology and
Human Biology

Mitchell Low Dr Anthropology & Sociology, School of
Social Sciences

David van Mill Associate Professor Political Science and International

Relations

Richard J Hobbs

Professor, IAS Distinguished Fellow

School of Plant Biology

Jie Chen

Associate Professor

Political Science and International
Relations
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Name Title or Position Affiliation

Suzanne Wijsman Associate Professor School of Music

Karol Miller Winthrop Professor and Director Intelligent Systems for Medicine
Laboratory, UWA

John Henderson Dr Linguistics, School of Social Sciences

David Denemark Professor Political Science and International
Relations

George Koutsantonis Professor School of Chemistry and Biochemistry

Jacky Castro Salgado Associate Professor OHCWA, School of Dentistry

Jessica Mountford Dr School of Animal Biology
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